THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
tion rules, their appointment being direct from the Crown; but the last three
have retired just before the three-score years and ten.
9. Cowtan, Memories of the British Museutn> 1872, p, 99.
10. See above, p. 74.
ti. For Douce and his collections, see Bodleian Quarterly Record, 1934, vol. vii,
pp. 359-8*.
i a. Maurice was a copious but totally uninspired versifier. His first effort in this
line, a translation of the (Edipus Rex,t written at college in 1779, had been
flattered by a preface by Dr. Johnson. Specimens of his "petrifactions of a
plodding brain,*' as Byron called his Richmond Hilly may be found in Thorn-
ton's great botanical picture-and-poetry-book, The Temple of Flora, as for
example:
To THORNTON loudly strike th'applausive string,
'Mid desert wastes who bids an Eden spring.
Though o'er her head the southern whirlwind rave,
Secure behold august STRELITZIA wave 5
While amidst barren rocks and Arctic snows
Fair KALMIA in refulgent beauty glows. . . .
The Mighty Work Complete, through EUROPE'S bounds
Thy name is echoed, and thy fame resounds;
Exulting Science weaves the deathless bays,
And rival Monarchs swell the note of Praise,
Maurice's colleague, Dr. George Shaw, Keeper of Natural History, also
contributed a number of poems to The Temple of Flora, but did not reach
these heights.
13.  Report of Commons Committee, z$th March, 1825.
14.  On loth March, 1832, the Trustees of the Museum ordered that the income
intended for this last purpose should be paid to the Librarians in charge of the
MSS* (later the Keeper of the Department alone, who was called Keeper and
Egerton Librarian), but that their ordinary salaries on the establishment; should
be reduced by the amounts thus received. It may be admitted that it would
have been awkward for the Keeper of Manuscripts to be paid more than the
other Keepers j but why did not the Trustees do the obvious thing and obtain
the permission of Egerton*s representatives to add this money to the fund for
purchases instead of letting it lapse into relief of taxation? It was not till just
after a century of this scandal, which had become so established as to attract
no attention inside any more than outside the Museum, that ihe authority of
the Charity Commissioners and of the Treasury was obtained to use the income
in future tor additional Egerton purchases. Parliament had cognizance of the
arrangement, the Trustees* minute being printed in the Evidence to the
Committee of 1836, thus relieving them of the moral responsibility. The Royal
Commission of 1850 strongly condemned the system, but without effect*
The relevant parts of Egerton's long and rambling will are printed by
Edwards, Memoirs, pp. 449-55, Among the sources of income devised to the
Museum were "all Seats, sittings and pew rents in the Church of Whitchurch-
"   cum-Marbury." The Act 5 Geo. IV, c. 39 had empowered the Trustees to hold
estates in land. But the Egerton lands were sold and the produce funded*
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